
    August 10, 2018 
 
Dear Parents, 
 I am Julie Rohr McHugh, Director of Julie Rohr Academy.  I have a Master of Music Degree 
in Music Education from University of Miami.  I have also taken many elementary education 
courses from both University of Miami and University of South Florida.  Prior to coming to Julie 
Rohr Academy, I taught chorus classes at Everglades Middle School in Fort Lauderdale for a period 
of six years.  I have been at JRA since 1976 which was two years after it opened in 1974.  In 
addition to being director of JRA, I teach music to the Kindergarten through 8th grade students at 
Sarasota Academy of the Arts (SAA), a charter school which shares a campus with JRA. 
 I have five sons.  Mitchell is the youngest and was born in 1992, Martin was born in 1984, 
Matthew is the “middle child” and was born in 1978, Mark was born in 1975, and Michael is the 
oldest and was born in 1973.  All of my sons attended Julie Rohr Academy until they graduated 
and all of them worked here during high school and college. 
 Michael graduated from the University of Central Florida in Orlando in 1995, taught at JRA 
during the 95-96 school year and then returned to UCF to work toward a Master of Music Degree 
in Music Education.  He completed a second degree in music education in 1999 and began 
teaching at Millenium Middle School for the Performing Arts.  He resigned from his teaching 
position after one year to “follow his dreams” and sing professionally.  Michael moved to Japan 
and sang for Universal Studios in Osaka for five years.  In 2005, he began teaching music at the 
Canadian Academy, an International Baccalaureate School in Kobe, Japan.  He got married on July 
22, 2006 to a wonderful girl from Japan.  Her family came over for the wedding.  It was amazing 
how well we managed to communicate even though they did not speak English.  Martin and I 
visited them in Japan in July of 2009.  On December 4th, 2009, Kyoko gave birth to a son, Michael, 
who became my first grandson.  Their second son, Julian, was born on November 8, 2014.  They 
visit us every other summer and we Skype every weekend.  We miss them terribly but they have a 
wonderful, happy life in Japan.  Michael has a new position as head of all music shows at 
Universal Studios in Osaka, Japan.  Kyoko teaches kindergarten at an IB Canadian school in Kobe. 
 Mark graduated from UCF in December of 1996 with a major in Business and Finance.   He 
worked at JRA from January until August 1996 primarily organizing, ordering, and setting up our 
computer lab.  He began Law School at Harvard in September of 1997 and graduated in June of 
2000.  The following month, Mark began working as an investment banker with mergers and 
acquisitions at Credit Suisse in New York City.  He moved to Los Angeles in 2007.  In November of 
2008, Mark accepted a position with Raymond James in Tampa.  After working for them for six 
years, he changed jobs in December and is now CFO and Senior Vice President of Rayonier.  He 
lives in Jacksonville during the week and Tampa on the weekends.  He has a beautiful daughter, 
Sienna, who was born on June 9, 2008.  It is wonderful having them close by.  Sienna frequently 
stays with me during vacations and weekends. 
 Matt graduated from Sarasota High School in June of 1996.  He began working at Julie 
Rohr Academy while still in high school and continued while attending Manatee Community 
College (now SCF).  He took a reduced load at MCC while Mitchell was in chemotherapy to allow 
time to drive me to and from Tampa Children’s Hospital.  He completed his Bachelor’s Degree in 



Business and Finance from the University of South Florida in May of 2005.  He now works part 
time every day at JRA as our Business Manager.  It is wonderful having him here five days a week!  
Matt got married in November 2008.  I was thrilled that he finally married her after a six-year 
courtship!  He met his wife at JRA.  She worked here for eight months before she began Law 
School.  On May 28, 2010, we celebrated the birth of their beautiful baby girl, Macy Julianna, who 
started coming to work with Matt when she was two months old.  My second grandson, Brooks, 
was born on Valentine’s Day in 2012.  Brooks is in 1st grade at SAA this year and Macy is in the 3rd 
grade.  Matt also works as Business Manager for SAA. 
 Martin graduated from Sarasota High School (SHS) in June of 2003, from Manatee 
Community College in May of 2005, and from University of South Florida in December 2007.  
Martin also worked at JRA throughout high school and junior college.  He continued to work 
summers when he went to USF.  Martin sang with Changing Tide at SHS and with the community 
show choir “Soundwave” during his first two years of college.  After a brief “career” with John 
Hancock immediately after graduation, he decided a desk job was really not for him!  He began 
teaching math at JRA in August of 2008 and taught until August of 2010.  He then resigned to have 
new adventures as a performer.  After a year of playing the Terminator at Universal Studios and a 
flash mob singer and dancer at Busch Gardens, he decided to return to college at FSU to do his 
prerequisites for a possible career in medicine.  He completed the pre-med prerequisites but 
decided to spend the next three years playing the Terminator at Universal Studios in Osaka, 
Japan.  He is now back in Sarasota where he has taught math at Brookside and SAA and has 
completed training to be an EMT and fire fighter.  He is now employed with the Sarasota Fire 
Department and also works part time as an EMT at SMH. 
 Mitchell graduated from Sarasota Military Academy in June 2011 where he performed in 
the show choir and was a member of the Raiders.  He graduated with his AA from State College of 
Florida in December, 2013, and graduated from USF in 2016 with a degree in communications.  
Mitchell was diagnosed with leukemia in November of 1998.  He completed chemotherapy in 
November of 2000.  We are now many years post-chemo and Mitchell seems to be doing just fine.  
He goes every year for blood work and exams but so far, all is well.  It is a chapter in his life that 
he wants closed and rarely mentions it anymore.  He does, however, frequently mention his 
sister, Meghan, who he never met because she died from leukemia before he was born.  Meghan 
died in 1991 at age three.  It is interesting that in my five decades of teaching, I have taught only 
two children with leukemia and they were both my children.  Mitchell has been working full time 
for over two years at INC Research Inventiv Health in Tampa.  He loves his job! 
 My husband, Michael, retired from his position as Director of the Sarasota County Public 
Schools Support Services in 2009.  He then worked on the State School of Excellence Committee 
and he had his own private consulting firm.  He helped us tremendously when we were applying 
for our SAA Charter.  In November of 2014, we celebrated our forty- fifth wedding anniversary.  
Sadly, Mike passed away on July 17th, 2015.  He was in the hospital for nine weeks before he died 
but despite the best efforts of many outstanding doctors and a valiant fight on Mike’s part he was 
unable to survive.  Our family misses him terribly. 
 My mother, Dr. Julia W. Rohr, was the founder of the school.  She was born in 1917 so she 
just celebrated her 101st  birthday!  My mother taught violin in the Sarasota County Schools for 



thirty years.  I frequently meet people who were previous students.  In addition, she taught 
orchestra at Riverview High School, chorus at Brookside, founded and directed the Sarasota Boys 
and Girls Choir, directed the Sarasota Choral Society, directed the Bee Ridge Presbyterian Church 
Choir, and guest conducted the Sarasota Concert Band which was founded by my late father, 
Arthur Rohr.  I moved in with her after Mike passed away so I could be close to her and take care 
of her.  For those of you that know my strong-willed mother you can imagine how that is going! 
 It is very important for me to know each of you well.  I want to talk with you frequently 
and get your feedback on how things are going.  Please be sure to see me often just to touch base 
and let me know how you feel your child is progressing.  We always want to maintain our “family” 
atmosphere.  I am at JRA and SAA from 7:30 AM to 6:30 PM daily.  Should you need to call me 
before or after those hours or on the weekend, you are welcome to call my cell phone at 941-544-
4232.  I stay up late and get up early so you can usually reach me! 
 Have a wonderful year! 
 
      Sincerely, 
      Julie McHugh 
      Director 


